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CALL FOR A PROJECT

Updated: 10.09.2009
Name: “Vote for (YOU)th”

Action:  1.3 Youth Democracy Project

Date:  April 2010 to December 2010, 9 months 

Background of the Project

Voting is the main part of democracy. A voting system allows voters to choose among options, often in an election where candidates are selected for public office. Every country has different voting systems derived from its history, culture and political system.

Most of the population lives in cities. Therefore local governments are always getting more attention then ever before. Local government is the tier of public authority that citizens first look at to solve their immediate social problems. It is also the level of democracy in which the citizen has the most effective opportunity to actively and directly participate in decisions made for all of society.

The question of youth electoral participation is becoming increasingly important around all Europe. Academic studies indicated that young people vote at rates that are significantly lower than those of older generation. In addition, today's youth are not showing signs of becoming more likely to vote as they age. Moreover, each successive generation appears to be less inclined to vote than its predecessors. Together, these trends suggest the recent declines in overall voter turnout will continue into the future.

The reasons for declining turnout among young people are many. Low levels of political interest and knowledge, a declining sense that voting is a civic duty, certain administrative difficulties, and limited contact with political parties and candidates are the most frequently identified factors

Introduction

The idea of the project comes from the lack of youth participation in elections and different policies for young people to increase their voting participation. The project will take part in Turkey, UK, Greece and Sweden where local elections will be held during the project in 2010. The project is focusing on training 32 youth from those 4 countries to take an active role in the political life of the country and to increase ability of youth to evaluate different political parties and their different policies for local area. Also during the activities of the project, young people will have a chance to observe different elections systems and learn how young people vote for. 

Objectives of the Project

· Increasing the awareness of the importance of youth participation in democratic processes;
· Supporting young people to take an active role in the political life of their cities;
· Fostering young people to get better consciousness for their decisions in voting;
· Understanding the different electoral systems around Europe;
· Raising awareness about what democratic and transparent elections are.
Activities of the Project

Turkey Visit (Coordination Visit) –  9-10-11  April 2010

9th April 
· Getting to know each other

· Expectations and worries

· Workshop about youth participation : each group will do a presentation about the state of youth participation in its country and/or city

10th April
· How do we vote? – different electoral systems and ways of voting (comparison among countries)

· Visit to political youth parties/organizations

11th April
· City tour

· Coordination of project activities

· Evaluation

· Bye bye party
UK Visit –  5-6-7 May 2010 

5th May

· Group building activities

· Detailed overview about youth participation in elections  in UK

· Visit to youth political parties/organizations : how do they get involved young people? What is their strategy?

6th May

· Elections observation

· Interviews to young people about elections

· City tour

· British cultural night

7th May

· Analysis of interviews

· Workshop: youth expectations to political parties; a general report about survey’s results will be written

· Bye Bye party

Sweden Visit-  18-19-20 September 2010 

18th September

· Group building activities

· Detailed overview about youth participation in elections  in UK

· Visit to youth political parties/organizations : how do they get involved young people? What is their strategy?

19th September

· Elections observation

· Interviews to young people about elections

· City tour

· British cultural night

20th September

· Analysis of interviews

· Workshop: youth expectations to political parties; a general report about survey’s results will be written

· General comparison between the three different experiences and results

· General final evaluation

· Bye Bye party

Greece 3 days in October 2010

1st Day

· Group building activities

· Detailed overview about youth participation in elections  in UK

· Visit to youth political parties/organizations : how do they get involved young people? What is their strategy?

2nd Day

· Elections observation

· Interviews to young people about elections

· City tour

· Greek cultural night

3rd Day

· Analysis of interviews

· Workshop: youth expectations to political parties; a general report about survey’s results will be written

· Bye Bye party

Profile of Participants

The project involves 4 countries and 2 partners from each countries (organizations from the same country should be from the same city), totally 8 organizations.  

From each organization, 4 young people will take part in all activities of the project in 4 countries, totally 32 young people.

We anticipate young participants from our partners who are eligible to vote in their countries and are still within the age-limit of Youth in Action Programme (15-30 years old).

Partner Consortium
	Partners 
	Country
	Organization

	1
	Turkey
	Youth Department of Osmangazi Municipality 

	2
	Turkey
	 Association of Youth Governance

	3
	Greece
	

	4
	Greece
	

	5
	Sweden
	

	6
	Sweden
	

	7
	UK
	

	8
	UK
	


Partners from the same country must be registered in the same city.
Role of Partner Organizations

Partner organizations have a responsibility to coordinate the activities in their countries which are financially covered by the project.

Materials as Outcomes of the Project

web-site ,

brochures 500 units, 

posters of the project 500 units,

notebooks 500 units,

roll-ups 2 units,

pens 200 units,

project final booklet in 4 different languages 700 units,

project DVDs 700 units.

Funding and Budget

Travel costs, accommodation/food costs, organization of seminars, meetings, consultations, activities, - publications/translations/information costs, Dissemination and exploitation of results. Other costs directly linked to the implementation of the project are covered by 75 % from the EU Grand. 

Due to coo-financing,  the project  covers %70 of travel cost of each participants and %100 /food costs, Organization of seminars, meetings, consultations, activities, - publications/ translations /information costs, Dissemination and exploitation of results, Other costs directly linked to the implementation of the project
Submitting Applications

Deadline for submitting applications: The Preliminary Agreements (Part III) must be sent in by fax and post by 10th of October and in original format until 10th of October.

Contact

Paola Beltrami

eu@osmangazi.bel.tr
www.osmangazi.bel.tr
Ali Gülbay

aligulbay@osmangazi.bel.tr 

Tel:  0090 224 2707056

Fax: 0090 224 2707019

Address:  Santral Garaj Mh. Ulubatlı Hasan blv. No: 6 Osmangazi – BURSA TURKEY 16100

if any question, do not hesitate to ask.... (
Note: we would be happy to hear about your addition contribution to the project as an asset

